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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (26 Feb 2019)

NEW GRAPHIC NOVEL EXPLORES CIVIL WAR ADVENTURES OF TEACHER-TURNED-SOLDIER
Kickstarter Campaign in Progress to Print Historical Comic Book

(Henniker, NH) – Marek Bennett's upcoming graphic novel, The Civil War Diary of Freeman Colby, Volume 2, 
is currently in the midst of a Kickstarter campaign to fund its first printing.  With the book's official retail debut 
set for May, Bennett has engaged crowd-funding to gather pre-orders for autographed copies, collecting well 
over half the project's funding goal within the first forty-eight hours of the online campaign.  

“We're very close to finally kickstarting this next book into production,” says Bennett, who has been working 
on Freeman Colby Vol. 2 for over two years.  “I can't wait to get Freeman Colby's story out to readers of all 
ages!”  Supporters of the Freeman Colby Volume 2 Kickstarter campaign can pre-order signed copies of the new
book, including a special hardcover edition featuring sketches by the artist, pages of original artwork from the 
book, and more.  All proceeds from the campaign support the book's first printing.  

ABOUT FREEMAN COLBY VOLUME 2:
Freeman Colby Vol. 2 details the continuing adventures of a New Hampshire school teacher-turned-soldier over 
the course of 1863.  Drawn from the actual letters and diary entries of Freeman Colby and his contemporaries, it
depicts the day-to-day human struggles that shaped one of the most consequential years in American history.  
Bennett has researched and drawn Colby's story since 2012, testing out early pages with students of all ages in 
his Comics Workshop arts residencies at schools and libraries.  The resulting comics examine many surprising 
aspects of the Civil War experience, from hospital duty to politics, camp life to combat, all told through the 
unique perspectives of a diverse cast of historical characters.  

“Volume 2 really expands the scope of the story with several new voices,” Bennett explains. “To fill the months-
long gaps between Colby's letters, I've drawn from the accounts of people like Sarah Low, who wrote vibrant 
letters and notebooks about her work as a nurse, and Abraham Tuckson, who escaped from slavery in Virginia, 
but then returned south to look for his family...”  

The first volume in the series, The Civil War Diary of Freeman Colby (Comics Workshop, 2016), was named a 
“Great Graphic Novel for Teens” by ALA's Young Adult Library Services Association.  It is also available in the
Volume 2 Kickstarter as part of a “complete set” package.  

ABOUT COMICS WORKSHOP:
Marek Bennett's Comics Workshop offers residencies, dramatic readings, and presentations for schools, 
libraries, and community organizations throughout New England and beyond.  For more information and links 
to the new book, visit: www.MarekBennett.com 
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