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Government/Civics Understandings 

SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 
 

Georgia has had ten state constitutions since 1777. Each of these constitutions set the guidelines for those who 

governed the state and outlined the rights and responsibilities of Georgia’s citizens. Key concepts concerning 

Georgia’s present constitution include the constitution’s basic structure, the separation of powers and checks 

and balances, the rights and responsibilities of citizens, and voting qualifications and elections in Georgia.  

 

SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 

a. Explain the basic structure of the Georgia state constitution (preamble, bill of rights, articles, and 

amendments) as well as its relationship to the United States Constitution. 
 

Legislators began writing Georgia’s current constitution in 1977, and it was approved by the state’s citizens in 

1983. This was the largest re-write of Georgia’s constitution since 1877. The goal was to create a brief, clear, 

and flexible constitution. The basic structure of the constitution includes the preamble, bill of rights, 11 

articles, and amendments. 

 

The preamble is a brief statement that identifies the fundamental purposes and principles for which the 

Georgia Constitution stands. The preamble follows: 

 

To perpetuate the principles of free government, insure justice to all, preserve peace, promote the interest and 

happiness of the citizen and of the family, and transmit to posterity the enjoyment of liberty, we the people of 

Georgia, relying upon the protection and guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution. 

 

The bill of rights is found in Article I of the Georgia Constitution. A bill of rights enumerates certain 

individual liberties and protects those liberties from governmental intrusion, unless there is a sufficiently 

compelling justification for government action. Some rights from the original constitution of 1777 remain, 

however, the current bill of rights, originally written in 1861 by T. R. R. Cobb, has been “remarkably stable.” 

The Georgia Bill of Rights consists of forty paragraphs, which constitute Article I of the Constitution of 1983. 

Twenty-eight paragraphs enumerate individual rights, nine deal with the origins of government, and three are 

devoted to "general provisions." Due to social changes through the years, however, some rights have been 

added to the bill of rights.  

 

The eleven articles comprise the bulk of the constitution and include paragraphs that outline the rights, rules, 

regulation, and procedures for both citizens and the state’s government. The articles include:  

• Article I: Bill of Rights  

• Article II: Voting and Elections  

• Article III: Legislative Branch  

• Article IV: Constitutional Boards and Commissions  

• Article V: Executive Branch  

• Article VI: Judicial Branch  

• Article VII: Taxation and Finance  

• Article VIII: Education  

• Article IX: Counties and Municipal Corporations  

• Article X: Amendments to the Constitution  

• Article XI: Miscellaneous Provisions  



Georgia Studies Teacher Notes for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies 

Georgia Department of Education 
Updated 7.26.2021  12.21.2020  Page 118 of 161 

According to the New Georgia Encyclopedia, the Constitution of 1983 has several new provisions that were 

not in any of Georgia’s other constitutions. These include an equal protection clause, a division of the courts, 

and the nonpartisan (free from party ties or bias) elections of judges.  

 

The process to amend Georgia’s Constitution are outlined in Article X. Amendments can be proposed by the 

General Assembly (the proposed amendment appears on the state’s ballot for voter consideration) or by a 

state constitution convention (elected delegates meet to propose revisions or amendments). 

 

State constitutions have to meet the U.S. Constitution.  The federal government does allow for states to make 

laws good for states as long as it follows the U.S. constitution.   

 

The Georgia Constitution contains many similarities as well as differences to the U. S. Constitution.  

 Similarities include: 

• Each constitution contains a bill of rights. 

• Each adopts the concept of separation of powers with specific legislative, executive and 

judicial branches. 

• Executive leaders have power to appoint officials and veto bills. 

• The legislative branches (the U.S. Congress and the Georgia General Assembly) are 

bicameral and each calls its two chambers the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

• Both governments allow judicial review (the power of the courts to declare acts 

unconstitutional.) 

Differences include: 

• Georgia’s Constitution is longer in length due to the specific, detailed policies. 

• Georgia voters must approve any amendments to the constitution while there is no 

comparable role for amending the U. S. Constitution. 

• Georgia’s Constitution requires that the state maintain a balanced budget while the U.S. 

Constitution does not place that limitation on the federal government. 

• According to the Georgia Constitution, the Georgia Governor has line-item veto power (can 

cut a specific item in a spending bill) while the U. S. President does not have the same power.  

• Georgia elects almost all of its judges on non-partisan ballots while the President nominates 

judges for Senate approval. 

• Legislators (both Senators and Representatives) in Georgia serve two-year terms while at the 

national level, Representatives serve two-year terms and Senators serve six-year terms. 

• The Georgia Governor does not function with a cabinet of advisors as does the President. 

• The Georgia Constitution provides detailed information regarding how local governments 

should function. The U. S. Constitution does not mention local government. 

 

Glossary 

• Amendments - changes made to the Georgia and/or the U.S. Constitutions. 

• Bill of Rights - a list of rights and freedoms found in both the Georgia and United States Constitutions.  

• Georgia State Constitution - the document that outlines the rights, rules, regulations, and procedures for 

Georgia’s citizens and government.  

• Nonpartisan - an election where candidates are not officially affiliated with a political party.  

• Preamble - the opening statements of the Georgia and the U.S. Constitutions; states the fundamental 

purposes of the documents. 
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Resources: 

 

Bratcher, Stewart D. "Georgia Bill of Rights." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 July 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-bill-rights  

This article provides the historical background of the Georgia Bill of Rights. Three additional print 

resources are identified. 

 

Fleischmann, Arnold and Carol Pierannunzi. Georgia’s Constitution and Government. 6th Edition. 2006. 

http://www.clayton.edu/portals/290/Content/Fleischmann%206th%20Edition.pdf                                 

This resource provides detailed information about the Georgia Constitution and its relationship to the U. S. 

Constitution. 

 

"Georgia Constitution." Ballotpedia. The Encyclopedia of American Politics, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Georgia_Constitution                                         

This entry reveals information about Georgia’s Constitution. Some advertisements are on the website. 

 

Government - 1983 Georgia Constitution (as Ratified without Subsequent Amendments) - 

GeorgiaInfo. Digital Library of Georgia, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/topics/government/related_article/constitutions/georgia-

constitution-of-1983-as-ratified-without-subsequent-amendments#Article VI                                                

This website provides the text of the 1983 Georgia Constitution. 

 

Hill, LaVerne W., and Melvin B. Hill. "Georgia Constitution." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 20 

January 2017. Web. 28 March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-

politics/georgia-constitution                                 

This lengthy article details all of the constitutions that have served Georgia since 1777. Other print 

resources are identified. 

 

SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 

b. Explain separation of powers and checks and balances among Georgia’s three branches of 

government. 
 

Like the federal government, the government of Georgia has separation of powers between the three branches 

of government, along with the powers to check and balance the actions of the other branches.  

Separation of powers allows our state government to maintain separate branches of government in order to 

keep any one branch from exercising the distinct functions of another.  A simple way to describe these powers 

is that the legislative branch (the Georgia General Assembly) makes the laws, the executive branch (headed 

by the Governor) carries out and enforces the laws, and the judicial branch (headed by the Georgia Supreme 

Court) interprets and determines the constitutionality of the laws. In reality, the concept of the separation of 

powers is a bit more complicated, and the powers of each branch of government will be discussed in more 

detail in other teacher notes. 

Checks and balances is a concept that the framers of the U. S. Constitution created and that the state of 

Georgia adopted when creating its own constitution. Not only did they separate the powers of government, 

they created a system for each branch to check each other’s power. An example of checks and balances can be 

observed in the process of how a bill becomes a law. If the General Assembly passes a law that the governor 

does not agree with, the governor can veto (reject) it. The General Assembly then has the option (if it can 

gather enough votes) to override the veto. Once the bill becomes a law, the Supreme Court determines if it is 

constitutional or not. If the law is ruled unconstitutional, then it is null and void.  
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Glossary 

• Checks and Balances - a political system that allows one branch of government to veto or amend the acts 

of another to prevent one branch from having too much power.  

• Governor - the elected executive of the state; serves a four year term.  

• Separation of Powers - the constitutional principle that limits the powers vested in one person or branch 

of government.  

• Veto - the power held by the executive branch to reject a law; vetoes can be overturned.  

 

Resources: 

"Separation of Powers - An Overview." National Conference of State Legislatures, 2017. Web. Mar. 

2017. http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/separation-of-powers-an-overview.aspx   

This article provides information about the concept of separation of powers. It provides traditional 

examples of how the powers are divided in most governments. 

Stakes, Mary E. "Government and Laws: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. 

Web. March 2017. https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/government-

and-laws-overview                                 

Stakes provides insight into the origins of Georgia’s state government, milestones in state 

government, the structure of Georgia’s state government and local government in Georgia. Other 

print resources are identified. 

SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 

c. Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens according to the Georgia Constitution. 
 

The Rights of Citizens  

Both the Georgia and U.S. Constitutions include a Bill of Rights outlining the rights of every citizen. For the 

most part, both documents have similar rights and freedoms, such as freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 

and the freedom of the press. However, Georgia’s Bill of Rights has several differences as compared to the  

U.S. Bill of Rights including:  

• Paragraph I. Life, liberty, and property. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property 

except by due process of law.  

• Paragraph III. Freedom of conscience. Each person has the natural and inalienable right to worship 

God, each according to the dictates of that person's own conscience; and no human authority should, 

in any case, control or interfere with such right of conscience.  

• Paragraph XXI. Banishment and whipping as punishment for crime. Neither banishment beyond 

the limits of the state nor whipping shall be allowed as a punishment for crime.  

• Paragraph XXVIII. Fishing and hunting. The tradition of fishing and hunting and the taking of fish 

and wildlife shall be preserved for the people and shall be managed by law and regulation for the 

public good.  

 

The Responsibilities of Citizens  

In addition to rights, citizens of the state and nation also have civic responsibilities. Some of these 

responsibilities include:  

• Paying taxes  

• Serving on juries  

• Volunteering  

• Voting  
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Glossary 

• Juries - a body of people (typically twelve in number) sworn to give a verdict in a legal case on the basis 

of evidence submitted to them in court. 

• Responsibilities of Citizens - duties that all citizens have; some are mandatory, like paying taxes and 

serving on juries; others are voluntary, such as voting.  

• Rights of Citizens - government protected rights found in the U.S. Bill of Rights and the Georgia Bill of 

Rights.  

• Volunteering - when someone offers a service out of their own free will without the benefit of payment. 

 

Resources: 

Bratcher, Stewart D. "Georgia Bill of Rights." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 July 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-bill-rights  

This article provides the historical background of the Georgia Bill of Rights. Three additional print 

resources are identified. 

 

Stakes, Mary E. "Government and Laws: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. 

Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/government-

and-laws-overview                                

Stakes provides insight into the origins of Georgia’s state government, milestones in state 

government, the structure of Georgia’s state government and local government in Georgia. Other 

print resources are identified.  

Wilkes, Donald E. "Writ of Habeas Corpus." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 25 July 2016. Web. 28 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/writ-habeas-corpus 

This article describes the use of the writ in Georgia and provides examples of how the writ is applied 

in courts of law. Other print resources are listed. 

 

 

SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 

d. List voting qualifications for elections in Georgia. 
 

Voting qualifications in Georgia are determined by Georgia’s constitution. The three qualifications are: 

• Voters must be a citizen the United States  

• Voters must be 18 years old by election day  

• Voters must be a legal resident of Georgia and the county in which a person wants to vote  

In addition, the voter cannot currently be serving time in jail for a felony offense or ruled to be mentally 

incompetent.  

There are several locations where Georgians can register to vote. Some of these include city, county and state 

offices, and libraries. Voters can also download a voter registration form online and mail it to the Georgia 

Secretary of State’s office. Voters are only allowed to vote at the polling place in their district (precinct), or 

via absentee ballot.  
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Teachers may choose to use the following content concerning voting in Georgia as information to 

supplement teaching this element. However, students are not responsible for the specific information 

that follows. 

Once they are registered, Georgians usually vote in three types of elections. These elections are:  

• Primary elections - an election where members of the Republican and Democratic party vote for 

candidates to run for a specific office such as governor, lieutenant governor, and secretary of state. 

These are open elections and the voter does not have to be a member of the party to vote. These 

elections are held in July or August during even numbered years.  

• General - an election where the winners from both parties’ primaries, along with members of third 

parties and independents, compete for political offices. The elections are also held in even number 

years and take place on the second Tuesday of November.  

• Special - an election that is used to present a special issue to voters or to fill a vacancy.  

In Georgia, if a candidate does not receive more than 50% of the vote (i.e., 50% +1 vote), then there is a run-

off election. This can take place in the primary or the general election. Voters sometimes have the opportunity 

to vote on a law. This is called a referendum. 

Glossary 

• Felony - a crime, typically one involving violence, regarded as more serious than a misdemeanor, and 

usually punishable by imprisonment for more than one year or by death. 

• General Election - an election where the winning candidates of each party’s primary, along with third 

party candidates and independents, run for political offices. 

• Misdemeanor - a minor offense with a penalty of no more than one year in prison and/or a fine  

• Polling Place - location people are assigned to vote based on their residence.  

• Precinct - a voting district.  

• Primary Election - an election where members of the two major parties vote for candidates to represent 

them in the general elections; however, one does not have to be a member of a party to vote in a primary. 

• Referendum - a direct vote by the people.  

• Runoff Election - an election between candidates that did not receive 50% +1 of the vote.  

• Special Election - an election that is used to present a special issue to voters or fill an office vacancy.  

• Voting - a way for the electorate to select candidates for political office.  

• Voting Qualifications - required criteria a person must have in order to vote; these include being 18 

years of age and being a citizen of the United States.  

 

Resources: 

"Georgia Voting Guide." State Voting Guide | Vote411.org. League of Women Voters, 2006. Web. 

Apr. 2017. http://www.vote411.org/state_guide?state_id=georgia#.WPWMS9JVn4Z                                  

This website provides information about voting in Georgia. Provided are links to questions about 

voting. 

Grant, Chris. "Election Structures and Reform." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 19 October 2016. Web. 

29 March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/election-structures-

and-reform                                       

Grant discusses elected offices in Georgia, voter registration and voting technology. Other print 

resources are listed. 
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SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government. 

e. Identify wisdom, justice, and moderation as the three principles in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Georgia flag. 
 

Governor Eugene Talmadge signed a joint resolution of the General Assembly 

adopting a pledge of allegiance to the Georgia flag on March 28, 1935. The 

Georgia flag, at that time, featured three bars - two red and one white - and a 

vertical field of blue that featured the Georgia state seal. This pledge stated: 

“I pledge allegiance to the Georgia flag and to the principles for which it stands; 

Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation.” 

Though never formally adopted as an official motto for the state, wisdom, justice 

and moderation became a part of the state seal in 1799.  

As information, some historians have concluded that the words in the motto mean 

the following: 

 Wisdom - applies to the Legislative branch and its making of state laws 

 Justice - applies to the just and fair decisions made by the Judicial branch 

 Moderation - applies to the use of moderation in administering laws by the Executive branch 

Resources: 

Government - Georgia State Motto (Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation) - GeorgiaInfo. Digital Library 

of Georgia, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/topics/government/article/georgia-state-symbols/georgia-state-

motto-wisdom-justice-and-moderation                                     

This article discusses the origins of the “state motto”. 

"This Day in Georgia History - Pledge of Allegiance to Georgia Flag Legislation - GeorgiaInfo."  

GeorgiaInfo. Digital Library of Georgia, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/thisday/gahistory/03/28/pledge-of-allegiance-to-georgia-flag-

legislation                                       

This site provides information about the adoption of the Georgia pledge to the flag. 

  

Georgia State Seal 
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SS8CG2 Analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia. 

a. Explain the qualifications for members of the General Assembly and its role as the lawmaking body 

of Georgia. 
 

Qualifications, Term, Election, and Duties of the Members of the General Assembly 

 
Georgia State                                                  

Senate Member 

Georgia State                                                      

House of Representatives Member 

Qualifications 

• 25 years old 

• Resident of Georgia for two years 

• Resident of the district for at least one 

year 

• U. S. citizen 

• 21 years old 

• Resident of Georgia for two years 

• Resident of the district for at least one 

year 

• U. S. citizen 

Term • Two-year term • Two-year term 

Election • November, even numbered years • November, even numbered years 

Duties 

• Serving on standing committees 

• Pass state’s operating budget 

• Enacting laws 

• Redistricting - Every 10 years 

members draw legislative district lines 

to create maps for the Senate and 

House of Representatives district 

boundaries.  These are also used for 

district lines to send Georgia 

representatives to the U.S. House of 

Representatives. 

• Vote to place constitutional 

amendments on the election ballot (2/3 

vote) 

• Serving on standing committees 

• Pass state’s operating budget 

• Enacting laws 

• Redistricting - Every 10 years members 

draw legislative district lines to create 

maps for the Senate and House of 

Representatives district boundaries.  

These are also used for district lines to 

send Georgia representatives to the U.S. 

House of Representatives. 

• Vote to place constitutional 

amendments on the election ballot (2/3 

vote) 

   

The primary function of the General Assembly is to make the laws that govern Georgia. This involves the 

proposal of legislation, committee consideration, and finally action by the full house—a series of steps that 

have to be repeated in both houses.  

Teachers may choose to use the following content concerning the organization of the General Assembly 

as information to supplement teaching this element. However, students are not responsible for the 

specific information that follows. 

The Organization of the General Assembly - the House of Representatives 

The Georgia House of Representatives is made up of 180 members. It is presided over by the Speaker of the 

House. The speaker is elected by all of the members of the House. The Speaker’s powers include scheduling 

debates, voting, and assigning House members to committees. The Speaker of the House has historically been 

a member of the party in power, though technically they do not have to be.  

There are three other leaders in the General Assembly. This includes the Majority Leader, the Minority 

Leader, and the Floor leader. As the name implies, the Majority leader is responsible for making sure its 

members vote for the bills and agenda that majority party favors and the same is true for the minority leader. 

The Floor leader’s role is to promote the interest of the Governor on the house floor.  
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The Organization of the General Assembly - the Senate 

The Georgia Senate is composed of 56 members. It is presided over by the Lieutenant Governor, who is also 

known as the “President of the Senate.” The Lieutenant Governor is elected directly by Georgia’s voters. As 

the chief officer of the Senate, the Lieutenant Governor’s powers include promoting committee chairs. Since 

the Lieutenant Governor is voted for directly by the people, there is a chance that he or she may be a member 

of the minority party. 

Glossary 

• Floor Leader - a representative whose role is to promote the interest of the Governor on the house floor. 

• Georgia General Assembly - Georgia’s legislative branch; made up of a bicameral legislature consisting 

of the House of Representatives and the Senate.  

• Georgia State Representative - a member of the Georgia House of Representatives; must be 21 years of 

age, a resident of Georgia and their district for two years, and a U.S. citizen.  

• Georgia State Senator - a member of the Georgia Senate; must be 25 years of age, a resident of Georgia 

and their district for two years, and a U.S. citizen.  

• Legislation - acts passed by the legislative branch and approved by the executive branch or acts passed 

by the legislative branch, vetoed by the president, and overruled by the legislative branch.  

• Legislative Branch - governmental branch responsible for creating laws.  

• Majority Leader - leader who is responsible for making sure members of his or her party vote for bills 

and agendas that the majority party favors.  

• Minority Leader - leader who is responsible for making sure members of his or her party vote for bills 

and agendas that the minority party favors.  

• Speaker of the House - presiding officer of the General Assembly’s House of Representatives.  

 

 

Resources: 

Buchanan, Scott E. "Lieutenant Governor." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 2016. Web.  

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/lieutenant-governor 

This article details the qualifications, terms, duties and history of the office of the lieutenant governor. 

 

Grant, Chris. "Georgia General Assembly." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 11 October 2016. Web.  

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-general-

assembly                                  

This article describes the history of the General Assembly, the bicameral houses, how the Assembly 

operates and notable Assembly members. Other print materials are identified. 

SS8CG2 Analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia. 

b. Describe the purpose of the committee system within the Georgia General Assembly. 
 

Most of the work conducted in both houses of the General Assembly is in the committee system. The House 

of Representatives is comprised of 36 standing committees while the Senate is made up of 26. Each of these 

committees has a particular focus such as agriculture or education. Each member of the General Assembly is 

responsible for serving on at least two or three committees. Each of these committees can, create, amend, 

change, or kill legislation.  

There are four types of committees in the General Assembly. These are:  
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• Standing Committees: Permanent committees or those that continue for every legislative session  

• Ad hoc Committees: Committees created for a special purpose  

• Joint Committees: A committee made up of members of the Senate and House  

• Conference Committees: Created when the House and Senate create different versions of a bill. The 

members of each house must compromise and make one bill for it to become a law.  

Glossary 

• Ad Hoc Committee - committee created for a special purpose.  

• Conference Committee - created when the House and Senate writes differing versions of a bill; 

committee must compromise to make the bill the same.  

• Joint Committee - a committee made up of members of the Senate and House.  

• Standing Committee - a permanent committee.  

 

Resources: 

Buchanan, Scott E. "Lieutenant Governor." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 2016. Web.  

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/lieutenant-governor 

This article details the qualifications, terms, duties and history of the office of the lieutenant governor. 

Grant, Chris. "Georgia General Assembly." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 11 October 2016. Web.  

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-general-

assembly                                  

This article describes the history of the General Assembly, the bicameral houses, how the Assembly 

operates and notable Assembly members. Other print materials are identified. 

 

 

SS8CG2 Analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia. 

c. Explain the process for making a law in Georgia. 
 

It is a complex and lengthy process for the legislative branch to fulfill its role as the lawmaking body for the 

state. The 16-step process is outlined below. Bolded information is included to provide a basic 

understanding of the lawmaking process for students.  

1)  A legislator introduces an idea for a law (this could be based on the needs of his or her constituents, 

suggestions made by the Governor or Floor Leader, or his or her own ideas or beliefs).  

2)  The legislator goes to the Office of Legal Counsel to determine and remedy any legal issues that the bill 

may face.  

3) The legislator files the bill with the Clerk of the House or Secretary of Senate.  

4)  The bill is formally introduced (1st Reading).  

5)  The bill is assigned to a standing committee.  

6)  The bill receives a 2nd reading (process differs in House and Senate).  

7)  The bill is considered by committee (bill can be engrossed, killed or amended).  

8)  The bill is reported favorably by the committee and returned to the Clerk or Secretary.  

9)  The bill is placed on a general calendar.  
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10) The Rules Committee meets and prepares a rules calendar.  

11) The presiding officer calls up bills for calendar.  

12) The bill receives a 3rd reading (bill is now up for debate and voting).  

13) If the bill is approved, it is sent to the other house.  

14) If the bill is passed by second house, it is returned. If bill is not accepted, it is either killed or brought 

before a conference committee.  

15) If accepted by both houses, the bill is sent to the Governor for approval.  

**The Governor may sign the bill or do nothing (it becomes law). Governor may veto the bill 

(Assembly can override with veto with 2/3 vote).  

16) Act is printed in the Georgia Laws Series and becomes law the following July 1.  

Resources: 

How a Bill Is Passed in the Georgia Legislature. Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 2014. Web. 

Mar. 2017. http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/documents/HowaBillRevision.pdf                                       

This pdf is a visual representation of the legislative process. 

Jackson, Edwin L. "Legislative Process: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 11 December 2015. 

Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/legislative-

process-overview                                            

This article provides a written description of the stages of the legislative process. 

"The Moment of Silence." Georgia Public Broadcasting. Georgia Public Broadcasting, 13 Jan. 2009. 

Web. Mar. 2017. http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories/stories/moment_of_silence                               

This video relates how the bill regarding the Moment of Quiet Reflection Act passed through the 

Georgia legislature. 

 

SS8CG2 Analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia. 

d. Describe how state government is funded and how spending decisions are made. 
 

In order for the state government to function effectively, the government must generate revenue (money) to 

operate. This is necessary for many government-sponsored programs to meet the needs of the citizens of the 

state. The General Assembly determines the types of revenue sources and the terms by which they operate. 

The Department of Revenue, an agency of the state government, is charged with the responsibility of 

administering and collecting revenue while the governor, the state’s budget director, is also involved in 

revenue decisions.  

Georgia’s government collects tax and non-tax revenues. Tax revenues are generated from the following 

types of tax sources: 

• Individual income taxes - a graduated tax based on income that individuals or married couples 

generate in the form of salaries, wages and/or investments. These graduated taxes rise as taxable 

income increases. This tax generates 40% - 45% of the state’s revenue. 

• Corporate income taxes - a flat tax (6 percent since 1969) on income that a corporation generates 

within state boundaries. This form of tax generates about 3% - 5% of the state’s revenue. 
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• Insurance premium taxes - placed on insurance companies that sell insurance in Georgia. These 

companies are not subject to corporate income taxation. This type of tax generates approximately 2% 

of Georgia’s yearly revenues. 

• General sales taxes - a tax placed on customer purchases in retail stores. This tax is a percentage of 

the price of the item purchased. Georgia’s sales tax rate is 4% but local governments have increased 

the percentage of sales tax based on optional sales taxes at the local level. This usually brings the sales 

tax rate to 7% or 8%. When most food items were exempt from sales tax, this form of tax was the 

leading source of revenue for the state. However, it is now the second highest source of revenue, 

producing about 30% of the state’s revenues. 

• Property taxes - this form of tax generates revenue for local government and adds only a small 

portion to the state’s revenue funds (less than 1%). Once county and city governments collect taxes, 

they share a small portion with the state in the form of a state property tax. The Department of 

Revenue guides local governments to ensure that there is some uniformity from county to county. 

• Excise taxes - special taxes placed on items such as gasoline, alcoholic beverages, and tobacco 

products. These taxes are usually fixed amounts per item as opposed to a percentage of the price of the 

item. Excise taxes generate about 1% - 2% of the state revenues and are applied to the state’s general 

fund. 

• Estate (Inheritance) taxes - these taxes are payable from the estate of deceased persons and are 

related to the federal government’s estate tax. Adjustments in federal law have caused the estate taxes 

to generate less revenue than in the past. Currently, estate taxes provide less than 1% of state revenues. 

 

Non-tax revenues are generated from fees, the state lottery, and settlement funds. 

• Fees - generated from entrance fees into state parks, fees for occupational and recreational licenses 

(also known as regulatory fees - the government regulates the occupation or activity). These fees 

generate about 3% - 4% of state revenues. 

• The state lottery - this third-largest revenue source for the state generates 5% of the state revenues 

per year. By law, lottery revenue can be spent for special programs including college and technical-

school HOPE scholarships, pre-kindergarten programs and technology for education programs. 

• Settlement programs - the following two programs generate more than 2% of state revenues. Since 

1998, to off-set costs to the state from cigarette smoking health issues, Georgia and other states 

participate in the tobacco-settlement-fund program. The state also supports an indigent-care trust 

fund. In conjunction with federal funds, this trust fund helps hospitals cover the costs of providing 

health care to the poor. 

- This list is generated from the New Georgia Encyclopedia 

Glossary 

• Taxes - money paid by citizens to support the function of local, state, and/or the federal government.  

• Tax revenues - money generated for the state through taxes. 

 

Resources: 

Digby, Michael F. "State Budgeting." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 02 August 2016. Web. March 

2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/state-budgeting                          

Digby provides information about the participants in the budget process, the stages of the budget 

process, and the implementation and evaluation of the budget processes. 

Digby, Michael F. "State Revenues in Georgia." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/state-revenues-georgia 

This article provides a comprehensive list of ways Georgia generates revenue. 
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SS8CG3 Analyze the role of the executive branch in Georgia state government. 

a. Explain the qualifications for the governor and lieutenant governor and their role in the 

executive branch of state government. 
 

Qualifications, Terms, Election, and Duties of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 

 Governor Lieutenant Governor 

Qualifications 

• 30 years old 

• Resident of Georgia for six 

years 

• U. S. citizen for 15 years 

• 30 years old 

• Resident of Georgia for six 

years 

• U. S. citizen for 15 years 

Term 
• Four years (no more than 8 

consecutive years) 
• Four years (unlimited terms) 

Election 
• Every four years (even 

numbered years) 

• Every four years (even 

numbered years) 

Duties (Formal Powers) 

• Oversees operation of the 

executive branch 

• Chief law enforcement officer 

• Commander-in-Chief of the 

state’s National Guard and the 

Georgia State Patrol  

• Proposes annual budget 

• Recommends new laws 

• Gives “state of the state” 

address 

• Fills government vacancies 

• Can call special sessions of the 

General Assembly 

• Presides over the Senate 

• Acts as the state’s chief 

executive when the governor is 

out of the state 

 

Duties (Informal Powers) 
• Serves as spokesperson for the 

state of Georgia 
• N/A 

 

Glossary 

• Executive Branch - governmental branch responsible for enforcing laws. 

• Governor - head of the states executive branch responsible for overseeing the office of the executive 

branch.  

• Lieutenant Governor - second highest office of the executive branch; presides over the Georgia senate 

and takes on the role of the governor if the governor leaves the state; will take over the office if the 

governor dies or is impeached.  

 

Resources: 

Allen, Lee M. "Executive Branch Officials: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 

2016. Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/executive-

branch-officials-overview                                  

This article offers information about the members of the executive branch and their responsibilities. 

Other print materials of offered as references. 

Allen, Lee M. "Executive Branch: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/executive-branch-

overview                                         
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This article describes in detail the responsibilities of the executive branch. It also identifies other print 

resources. 

 

SS8CG3 Analyze the role of the executive branch in Georgia state government. 

 b.   Describe how the executive branch fulfills its role through state agencies that administer    

       programs and enforce laws. 
 

The executive branch is charged with the responsibility to enforce the laws passed by the legislative branch. 

In order to do so, the state government is comprised of agencies to support the implementation of Georgia 

law. Because the many state agencies and departments fall under the jurisdiction 

 of the executive branch, the executive branch is the largest branch in the state. The Georgia Constitution 

requires voters to elect six department heads in addition to the governor and lieutenant governor. These eight 

officials are referred to as the state’s “elected constitutional officers.” Like most states, Georgia elects an 

attorney general and secretary of state. However, Georgia is among the few states that allow voters to elect a 

state school superintendent and individuals to lead departments of agriculture, insurance, and labor. 

According to the state constitution, the General Assembly is charged with determining the power and duties 

of these officers and to fund their agencies. 

State agencies that administer programs and enforces laws include: 

• The Office of the Secretary of State - The Secretary of State, an elected constitutional officer, is the 

keeper of Georgia’s Great Seal and the custodian of the state flag and other state symbols. A significant 

role this office provides is the supervision and monitoring of elections in the state. His office is the 

official state entity where corporations and not-for-profit organizations are registered to conduct 

business in the state of Georgia. This office oversees over 30 state boards. 
 

• The Attorney General - The Attorney General, an elected constitutional officer, is the state’s chief 

legal officer. As the advisor to the executive branch, the attorney general’s office deals with contracts 

and legal concerns for the state. The attorney general represents the state in capital felony cases (death 

penalty cases) and can represent the state in any civil action in any court. The attorney general is also 

responsible for the investigation and prosecution of any state official or any one working for the state if 

accused of wrongdoing.  
 

• The State Department of Education - The Department of Education is led by the State School 

Superintendent, an elected official. The State School Superintendent is the chief executive officer of the 

state’s Board of Education which is made up of 14 members (based on congressional districts). The 

Department of Education, managed by the state school superintendent, is made up of five offices: 

Curriculum and Instruction, Finance and Business Operations, Instructional Technology and Media, 

Policy and External Affairs, and Teacher and Student Support.  
 

• The Department of Insurance - The commissioner, an elected constitutional official, licenses and 

regulates insurance companies in the state to guarantee that insurance rates, rules, and forms comply 

with state law. This office investigates concerns of insurance fraud. As the office concerned with state 

fire safety, this office inspects buildings and houses to prevent fire outbreaks.  
 

• The Department of Agriculture - The Commissioner of Agriculture, an elected constitutional official, 

is responsible for regulating and promoting Georgia’s agriculture industry. The commissioner’s 

department regulates, monitors and assists with such businesses and programs as convenience stores, 

food processing and bottling plants, pest eradication programs, nurseries and garden businesses and 

state farmers’ markets. 
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• The Department of Labor - The commissioner of labor, an elected constitutional official is, 

responsible for the administration of the state’s workforce programs. These include unemployment 

issues, rehabilitation programs, and the requirements of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), a 

program that utilizes federal funds to promote employment opportunities and job training. The 

commissioner’s department also provides workforce education to the public and monitors the 

enforcement of law governing work conditions, safety on the job and child labor issues. 

 

Other agencies that fall under the executive branch include: 

 

• The Department of Transportation (GDOT) - The Georgia Department of Transportation is 

responsible for planning, constructing, and maintaining Georgia’s roads and highways.  

• The Department of Economic Development - This department is responsible for encouraging 

economic development in the state.  

• The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) - This department administers and enforces the laws 

that relate to Georgia’s natural resources.  

• The Department of Public Safety - Created in 1937, this department was established to protect 

Georgia’s citizens and their property. It oversees the Georgia State Patrol, the Capitol Police and the 

Motor Carrier Compliance Division.  

• The Public Service Commission (PSC) - The PSC monitors the safe, dependable, and reasonably 

priced telecommunications, electric, and natural gas services from competent companies. 

• The Department of Revenue - This department administers the tax laws in the state. 

• The Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) - This agency provides assistance to the state’s criminal 

justice system in the areas of criminal investigations, forensic laboratory services and computerized 

criminal justice information. 

• The Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) - This agency seeks to protect and conserve Georgia’s 

forest resources. 

• The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) - This department seeks to hold young offenders 

accountable for their actions and to be supportive of youth in their communities to become productive 

citizens. 

• The Board of Regents - The board oversees the public colleges and university that make up the 

University System of Georgia and has oversight of the Georgia Archives and the Georgia Public 

Library System. 

• The Department of Corrections -  This department protects Georgia’s citizens by operating safe and 

secure facilities while reducing recidivism (the tendency of a criminal to reoffend). 

• The State Board of Pardons and Paroles - This board is responsible for reviewing requests for parole, 

pardons, reprieves, remissions and commutations. They can restore civil and political rights for released 

offenders. 

 

Glossary 

• Attorney General - the state’s chief legal officer 

Resources: 

Allen, Lee M. "Executive Branch: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/executive-branch-

overview                                         

This article describes in detail the responsibilities of the executive branch. It also identifies other print 

resources. 
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Allen, Lee M. "Executive Branch Officials: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 

2016. Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/executive-

branch-officials-overview                             

This article identifies the current elected officials of the executive branch. Other print materials are 

identified. 

Beran, Jackie. "Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture." Ballotpedia. Ballotpedia, 2017. Web. Mar. 

2017. https://ballotpedia.org/Georgia_Commissioner_of_Agriculture                          

This brief article provides basic information about the Commissioner of Agriculture. Some 

advertisements appear on the web page. 

Hardy, Paul T. "Attorney General." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 18 November 2016. Web. March 

2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/attorney-general                            

This article provides detailed information about the requirements of running for the office of attorney 

general and examples of the kinds of legal cases the attorney general will oversee. 

Huff, Christopher A. "Georgia Department of Education." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 24 February 

2013. Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-

department-education                                    

This article provides information about the responsibilities of the Georgia Department of Education. 

Koon, Mary D. "Georgia Department of Labor." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 24 February 2013. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-department-

labor                                                            

Koon details the responsibilities of the state’s Department of Labor. Other print materials are 

referenced. 

Saunders, Martha A. "Secretary of State." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 25 July 2016. Web. March 

2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/secretary-state                             

This article describes the regulatory responsibilities of the office of the secretary of state. Also 

discussed are the attention to elections, maintenance of public records and the support of educational 

programs. Other web links are included. 
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SS8CG4  Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia state government. 
 

Under the 1983 Constitution of Georgia, the judicial power of the state is vested in seven levels or classes of 

courts. 

Resources: 

Law Related Education Program – State Bar of Georgia 

The LRE program exists to serve teachers in their efforts to teach about the law in their classes, by developing 

curriculum material for grades K-12 and holding workshops on various aspects of law-related education. For 

more information visit:  

https://www.gabar.org/forthepublic/forteachersstudents/lre/teacherresources/index.cfm 

 

SS8CG4  Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia state government. 

a. Describe the ways that judges are selected in Georgia. 

Teachers may choose to use the content concerning the number of courts, jurisdiction and 

responsibilities as information to supplement teaching this element. However, students are only 

responsible for describing the ways judges are selected in Georgia. 

The Selection of Judges in Georgia’s Court System 

Type Court 
How Judges are 

Selected 

# of                   

Courts 
Jurisdiction Responsibilities 

Trial 

State 
Elected to four year 

terms (countywide, 

non-partisan elections) 

71 Limited                               

• Civil law actions except cases 

within the exclusive jurisdiction 

of superior court. 

• Traffic, all criminal cases below 

felony grade. 

• Appellate review of magistrate 

court civil cases. 

• Jury trials. 

Juvenile 

Appointed by superior 

court judges to four 

year terms 

 

(No jury) 

159 

(one per 

county) 

Limited                               

• Children In Need of Services 

(CHINS); Dependency, 

Termination of Parental Rights 

and Delinquency.  

• No jury trials.  

*Additionally, four superior court 

judges have juvenile court 

jurisdiction. 

Probate 
Elected to four year 

terms (countywide, 

non-partisan elections) 

159 

(one per 

county) 

Limited                               

• Exclusive jurisdiction in 

probate of wills, administration 

of estates, appointment of 

guardians, involuntary 

hospitalizations, marriage 

licenses, weapons carry 

licenses.  

• Traffic, elections, and vital 

records in some counties. 

Magistrate 

Can be elected or 

appointed 

 

(No jury) 

159 

(one per 

county) 

Limited                               

• Search and arrest warrants, 

felony and misdemeanor 

preliminaries, county 

ordinances.  



Georgia Studies Teacher Notes for the Georgia Standards of Excellence in Social Studies 

Georgia Department of Education 
Updated 7.26.2021  12.21.2020  Page 134 of 161 

• Civil claims of $15,000 or less, 

dispossessories, distress 

warrants.  

• No jury trials. 

Superior 
Elected to four year 

terms (county-wide, 

non-partisan elections) 

49 

circuits 
Original 

• Civil law actions, 

misdemeanors, and other cases.  

• Exclusive jurisdiction over 

cases of domestic relations, title 

to land, equity.  

• Appellate review of limited 

jurisdiction courts in certain 

circumstances  

• Exclusive felony jurisdiction.  

• Jury trials. 

Appellate 

Court of 

Appeals 

15 judges assigned to 

5 panels. Elected to six 

year terms (statewide, 

non-partisan elections) 

5 

divisions 
Appellate 

• Appellate jurisdiction over trial 

courts in cases in which 

Supreme Court has no exclusive 

appellate jurisdiction 

Supreme 

8 Justices and 1 Chief 

Justice. Elected to six 

year terms (statewide, 

non-partisan elections) 

1 Appellate 

• Appellate jurisdiction over 

cases of constitutional issue, 

habeas corpus, convictions of 

capital felonies, election 

contests, and matters of equity 

and extraordinary remedies in 

which a sentence of death was 

imposed or could be imposed 

and those cases concerning the 

execution or sentence of death.  

• Certified questions and 

certiorari from Court of 

Appeals 

 

Glossary 

• Appeal – challenge to a lower court’s decision.  

• Appellate - courts whose responsibility is to review decisions by lower courts.  

• Chief Justice - presiding justice of the Supreme Court.  

• Circuit - an area under the jurisdiction of the superior court. 

• Division - an area under the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals.  

• Judicial Branch - branch of government responsible for interpreting the laws.  

• Jurisdiction – geographic or topical area that a court is responsible for. 

• Limited Jurisdiction - a court whose jurisdiction covers only a specific type of case.  

• Magistrate Court - a court with the power to issue warrants and try minor criminal cases, civil cases for 

sum of $15,000 or less, and civil disputes.  

• Probate Court - court with the power to rule on wills and estates, traffic violations, violations of game 

and fish laws, grant marriage and firearms licenses and appoint legal guardians.  

• State Court - court responsible for ruling in misdemeanor cases, preliminary felony case hearings, civil 

cases, and can issue search warrants.  

• Superior Court - court responsible for hearing civil and criminal trials, divorce cases, and land titles.  

• Supreme Court - court responsible for reviewing decisions made in civil or criminal cases, determining 

the constitutionality of laws, changes to elections, and death sentences.  
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Resources: 

Office of the Courts. “Your Guide to Georgia Courts”. https://georgiacourts.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/Your-Guide-2017_final.pdf 

Great guide with diagram from the Georgia Courts.  

 

Wood, Gwen Y. "Judicial Branch: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 27 September 2016. Web. March 

2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/judicial-branch-overview This article 

provides insight into all the courts created by Georgia’s constitution. Other print materials are referenced. 

 

SS8CG4  Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia state government. 

b. Analyze the dual purpose of the judicial branch: to interpret the laws of Georgia and administer justice 

in our legal system. 
 

The Georgia Supreme Court of Georgia is the state’s highest court and holds certain powers that no other 

court in Georgia has. These include resolving constitutional challenges to laws passed by the Georgia General 

Assembly, resolving challenges to elections results, and reviewing cases where the death penalty has been 

imposed.  If the Supreme Court rules that a particular law is unconstitutional (not supported by the Georgia or 

U.S. Constitution), then the law is struck down.  The Supreme Court also ensures that the state’s lower courts 

properly interpret the laws of Georgia, i.e., determine their meaning in accordance with the expressed intent 

of the General Assembly.   Unlike the U.S. Supreme Court, the nine justices on the Georgia Supreme Court 

are elected to 6-year terms by Georgia voters (the justices on the U.S. Supreme Court are appointed by 

Presidents for life or until they retire or are impeached). 

Though the Georgia Supreme Court of Georgia is the highest court in Georgia, the losing party in any case 

has the opportunity to seek further review by the U.S. Supreme Court.  The power to interpret laws is one of 

the checks that the judicial branch has over the executive and legislative branches, protecting against “bad” 

laws and ensuring justice for all of Georgia’s citizens. 

The state of Georgia administers justice by prosecuting many kinds of crimes, from murder to possession of 

illegal drugs, and punishing those who are convicted.  The state also administers justice by resolving civil 

disputes, where one party sues another party to recover for an injury suffered.  In both criminal and civil 

cases, the courts act in an impartial manner, without respect to the race or economic status of the parties 

involved. 

Justice is administered through the many levels of the state court system. The Georgia state court system has 

five classes of trial-level courts: the magistrate, probate, juvenile, state, and superior courts. In addition, there 

are approximately 370 municipal courts operating locally. There are two appellate-level courts: the Supreme 

Court and Court of Appeals. 

 

Glossary 

• Court of Appeals - court that reviews civil and criminal cases that have been previously heard by trial 

courts. 

• Justices - members of the Supreme Court; on the Supreme Court of Georgia, justices hold six-year terms 

and are selected by popular vote.  
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Resources: 

 

Rankin, Bill. “A New Era for the Georgia Supreme Court.” MyAJC. Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 

Jan. 9, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. http://www.myajc.com/news/local/new-era-for-georgia-highest-

court/U8aXCg22yOsshBPrGJtfCO/                                 

This news article relates the recent changes to the Georgia Supreme Court. 

 

Surrency, Erwin. "Supreme Court of Georgia." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 25 July 2016. Web.  

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/supreme-court-georgia 

This article provides historical information about the Supreme Court of Georgia. The article needs to 

be updated to reflect the current number of justices (9 justices as of January 2017). Other print 

materials are referenced. 

 

SS8CG4  Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia state government. 

c. Explain the difference between criminal law and civil law. 
 

Criminal Law deals with laws that are created to protect society from wrongdoers. Crimes are serious 

offenses that are punishable with fines, community service, prison, and sometimes even death. The majority 

of citizens understand more about criminal law than civil law. 

 

Civil Law deals with laws created to deal with relationships amongst individuals. Civil laws usually involve 

compensation from one individual or group to another individual or group based on injury or wrong doing. A 

civil wrong doing against an individual is called a tort.  

 

Both a criminal and a civil wrong can arise from the same set of facts. For example, a person can be acquitted 

of murder in his/her criminal case but can be liable for wrongful death and ordered to pay damages in his civil 

trial.  

 

Glossary 

• Civil Law - deals with laws created to deal with relationships amongst individuals. 

• Crimes - serious offenses that are punishable with fines, community service, prison, and sometime death. 

• Criminal Law - deals with laws that are created to protect society from wrongdoers. 

• Tort - a civil wrong against an individual 

 

Resources: 

  

Wood, Gwen Y. "Judicial Branch: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 27 September 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/judicial-branch-

overview    This article provides insight into all the courts created by Georgia’s constitution. Other 

print materials are referenced. 
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SS8CG4  Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia state government. 

d. Explain the steps in the adult criminal justice system beginning with arrest. 
 

The adult criminal justice system is divided into civil and criminal law. In the case of criminal law, offenses 

are categorized into felonies and misdemeanors. Felonies are serious crimes such as arson, murder, rape and 

grand theft. The minimum sentence one can receive for committing a felony is no less than one year in jail. 

Felonies that can be punishable by death are called capital crimes. In Georgia, capital crimes include murder, 

kidnapping with bodily injury, aircraft hijacking, and treason. Misdemeanors are less serious crimes and are 

usually punished with less than a year in prison and a fine. Some misdemeanors are assault and battery, 

cruelty to animals, shoplifting, and trespassing.  

 

For more serious crimes, defendants are given a trial by jury; for less serious crimes, defendants stand before 

a judge. Several courts hear civil and criminal court cases depending on their severity. However, the superior 

court hears all felony trials.  

 

There are several steps in the criminal justice process. If an adult commits a serious enough crime, they can 

go through two processes. The first is the pretrial and the second, if needed, is the trial. Below are the steps 

for the pretrial process with a brief description of each.  

 

Pretrial  

• Arrest - There is enough evidence that someone has committed a crime serious enough to warrant 

being taken in to custody (police detention).  

• Booking - Law enforcement officers make an official arrest report and hold the suspect in the local 

jail.  

• Initial appearance - The suspect (a person thought to be guilty of a crime) appears before a 

magistrate court judge to have the charges brought against them explained and to determine if they 

are to be released on bail (the temporary release of a prisoner in exchange for security given 

for the prisoner's appearance at a later hearing). 

• Preliminary hearing - The magistrate judge determines if there was a crime committed and if there 

is probable cause (a reasonable ground for supposing that a charge is well-founded) that the 

suspect was involved with the crime.  

• Grand jury indictment - A group of citizens, called a grand jury, examines the evidence in order to 

determine if the suspect should be charged with a crime. If they do decide there is enough evidence, 

they issue what is called an indictment (a formal charge of a serious crime).  

• Arraignment- formal reading of the charges 

• Assignment before Superior Court - Upon indictment, the suspect is brought before a superior court 

judge. If the suspect claims that they are not guilty, the case moves on to trial. 

• Admitting Guilt/Plea Bargaining - The suspect also has the opportunity to plead guilty. If they 

plead guilty to the charge, the judge will sentence the individual and the case does not go to trial. The 

suspect also has the choice of plea bargaining and admitting guilt to a lesser offense. If the prosecutor 

agrees to the plea bargain, the suspect is sentenced for the lesser offense and the case will also not go 

to trial. 

 

Trial 

 

If the suspect (now the defendant) pleads not guilty in the arraignment then their case will go to trial. Below 

are the steps of the trial process. 
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• Selecting a jury - In order to begin the trial, 12 citizens are selected as jurors for the case. In this 

process, the prosecuting and defending lawyers, along with the judge, can ask the potential jurors 

questions to determine if they should serve on the jury. 

• Opening statements - Once the trial begins, both attorneys are given the opportunity to speak 

directly to the jury to explain what they hope to prove in the case. 

• Presentation of evidence - During the case, witnesses are called to the stand to give testimony. The 

prosecutor and defense attorney have the opportunity to cross-examine the other side’s witnesses. 

• Closing statements - After all of the witnesses have had a chance to speak, both attorneys present 

their final arguments in the case. 

• Jury deliberation and verdict - After the closing arguments, the jury is asked to discuss the case 

among themselves to determine if they think the defendant is guilty or not. Once the jury makes their 

decision, they notify the judge. If the verdict is not guilty, the defendant is released. 

• Sentencing - If the jury finds the defendant guilty, the judge sentences the defendant, telling him/her 

the amount of time he/she will spend in prison and/or how much they owe in fines. 

• Appeal - If the defendant maintains his or her innocence or if there were mistakes made by the legal 

team or court in the case, the defendant appeal to the court of Appeals for review the case. If the court 

overturns the verdict, the case goes back to the superior court for a new trial. 

 

Glossary 

• Arraigned - a step in the criminal court pretrial process where the suspect is brought before a 

superior court judge to enter a plea.  

• Bail - payment a suspect can pay to be released from custody until their trial date; bail is often 

determined by the magistrate court.  

• Capital Crimes - crimes that can be punished by the death penalty.  

• Custody - when a suspect is being held based on probable cause to believe that they committed a 

crime. 

• Defendant - person or group being charged for a wrongdoing.  

• Deliberation - when the jury discusses the guilt or innocence of a defendant. 

• Felony - a serious crime that is punishable by no less than one year in prison.  

• Grand Jury - a group of citizens look over evidence to determine if a suspect should be charged with 

a crime.  

• Indictment - when a grand jury determines that there is enough evidence to be charged with a crime.  

• Plea Bargain - the ability for a defendant to plead guilty to a lesser charge.  

• Probable Cause - when there is sufficient evidence that the suspect was involved in a crime. 

• Suspect - person who has been charged by law enforcement for committing a crime.  

• Verdict - a determination of guilt or lack thereof by a jury 

 

  

Resources: 

"Criminal Process and Procedures in Georgia." Lawyers.com. Lawyers.com, 09 Apr. 2015. Web. Apr. 2017. 

http://research.lawyers.com/georgia/criminal-process-in-georgia.html This website provides a list of 

procedures in the Georgia criminal process. 

"Georgia Code Title 17. Criminal Procedure." Findlaw. Thomson Reuters, 2017. Web. Apr. 2017. 

http://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-17-criminal-procedure/    This site provides information for adult 

criminal cases. 
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SS8CG5  Explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile offenders. 
 

The Georgia General Assembly set the legal precedent for a “children’s court” in 1906. Fulton County was 

the first county in Georgia to create a juvenile court in 1911. Every county in Georgia has a juvenile court 

today. 

Georgia juvenile courts are governed by the 2014 juvenile code. More protective of the child rather than 

punitive (punishment oriented), the juvenile courts are charged with doing what is best for the child and for 

society. There is some difference of opinion among citizens as to whether juveniles are treated appropriately. 

Some believe that more juveniles should be tried as adults; others believe that since juveniles are not yet 

adults, adult court would be inappropriate. A 1994 amendment to the juvenile code does provide for the 

treatment of juvenile offenders charged with certain offenses as adults. 

Resources: 

Law Related Education Program – State Bar of Georgia 

The LRE program exists to serve teachers in their efforts to teach about the law in their classes, by developing 

curriculum material for grades K-12 and holding workshops on various aspects of law-related education. For 

more visit: https://www.gabar.org/forthepublic/forteachersstudents/lre/teacherresources/index.cfm 

 

"The Juvenile Justice System." Georgia. Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 12 Apr. 2005. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://www.georgialegalaid.org/resource/the-juvenile-justice-system  
 

SS8CG5  Explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile offenders. 

a. Explain the difference between delinquent and unruly behavior and the consequences of each. 
 

A delinquent act is an act committed by a juvenile that would be a criminal offense if committed by an adult. 

These actions can include theft, assault, possession of drugs, rape, and murder. If the act is serious enough, 

the juvenile may be charged as an adult and can be subject to adult penalties. If the child is adjudicated as 

delinquent, the consequences include placing the juvenile on probation, a 30-day short-term sentence or 

restrictive cue, or committing the child to the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

  

An unruly act is one that is committed by a juvenile that would not be a criminal offense according to adult 

law. These actions include the possession of alcohol or cigarettes, running away, breaking curfew, skipping or 

not attending school (truancy), or not abiding by the reasonable commands of parents or other adults. The 

consequences of being adjudicated unruly include: 

• Releasing the child to the custody of the parent or legal guardian with no court supervision. 

• Placing the child on probation with certain restrictions. 

• Committing the child to the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

• Detaining the juvenile at a Youth Development Center (YDC) for up to 30 days. 

• Sending the juvenile to an outdoor program or boot camp. 
 

Glossary 

• Delinquent - a minor under 17 years of age who has been charged with an act which would be a 

crime if committed by an adult.  

• Delinquent Act - an act committed by a juvenile that would be a criminal offense according to adult 

law.  
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• Unruly Act - an act committed by a juvenile that would not be a criminal offense according to adult 

law.  

 
 

Resources: 

"DJJ - Overview of Juvenile Laws." DJJ - Overview of Juvenile Laws. Georgia Department of 

Juvenile Justice, 2017. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://www.djj.state.ga.us/ResourceLibrary/resFactSheetsJuvLaws.shtml                                 

This website provides information about the laws pertaining to juveniles in the state of Georgia.  

"Juvenile Delinquency Cases." Juvenile Delinquency Cases | Athens-Clarke County, GA - Official Website. 

Athens-Clarke County Unified Government, n.d. Web. Apr. 2017. 

https://www.athensclarkecounty.com/441/Juvenile-Delinquency-Cases        

This website provides information about the definition of and consequences of delinquency cases. 

 

"The Juvenile Justice System." Georgia. GeorgiaLegalAid.org, 2005. Web. Apr. 2017. 

http://www.georgialegalaid.org/resource/the-juvenile-justice-system             

This website details the consequences of juvenile court cases. 

 

 

SS8CG5  Explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile offenders. 

b. Describe the rights of juveniles involved in the juvenile justice system. 
 

When a juvenile is taken into custody, he or she has several rights. The rights that are afforded to juveniles 

include:  

• The right not to have their names or photographs made public  

• The right to not self-incriminate and to be counseled on what self-incrimination is  

• The right not to be placed with adult offenders  

• Notice of charges 

• Counsel 

• Confront and cross-examine witnesses 

• Transcript of proceedings 

• Appellate review 

• Proof beyond a reasonable doubt 

• No double jeopardy 

 

Unlike adults, in order for a juvenile to be taken into custody, the law enforcement officer must only have 

reasonable suspicion to believe that the juvenile committed an offense.  

 

Resources: 

 

Wood, Gwen Y. "Judicial Branch: Overview." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 27 September 2016. Web. 29 

March 2017. https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/judicial-branch-overview 

This article provides insight into all the courts created by Georgia’s constitution. Other print materials are 

referenced. 

 

SS8CG5  Explain how the Georgia court system treats juvenile offenders. 

c. Explain the steps in the juvenile justice system when a juvenile is first taken into custody. 
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There are several steps in the juvenile justice process. These steps include:  

1. Intake:  Begins process by which child may be adjudicated delinquent or unruly or may be 

prosecuted as adult.  Child may be referred to court through complaint or charge from police, school 

resource officer, parent, or other citizen.  Child taken into custody is turned over to intake officer, 

who decides whether child should be temporarily detained to protect child or public, to prevent 

child from running away, or if child is without proper supervision.  

 

2. Informal Adjustment - Detention:  Court or intake officer determines if probable cause exists; 

whether to commence case in juvenile court; and whether to continue detention (if applicable) 

pending adjudicatory hearing.  Intake officer may decide to use informal adjustment (basically 

informal probation) if child admits wrongdoing.  If child violates informal adjustment agreement, will 

return to court for adjudication.  

 

3. Petition:  Formal document charging child with delinquency or unruliness.  May only be filed if court 

or prosecutor has found both probable cause and that filing is in child’s best interests.  

 

4. Adjudication:  Equivalent to adult trial, where judge hears witnesses, reviews other evidence, and 

decides whether to adjudicate juvenile delinquent or unruly (comparable to finding of guilty or not 

guilty in adult court).  There is no right to jury trial. 

 

5. Disposition:  Equivalent to adult sentencing.  Possible dispositions include release to parents, 

probation, 30-day short-term sentence, commitment to the Department of Juvenile Justice, and 

restrictive custody at a Youth Development Center ("YDC"). 

Resources: 

Law Related Education Program – State Bar of Georgia 

The LRE program exists to serve teachers in their efforts to teach about the law in their classes, by developing 

curriculum material for grades K-12 and holding workshops on various aspects of law-related education. For 

more information visit:  

https://www.gabar.org/forthepublic/forteachersstudents/lre/teacherresources/index.cfm 
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SS8CG6  Analyze the role of local governments in the state of Georgia. 
 

Both county and city governments play an important role in the State of Georgia. Georgia’s 159 counties 

along with 535 cities and special purpose districts provide several services to the state’s citizens including 

education, law enforcement, and public transportation.  

SS8CG6  Analyze the role of local governments in the state of Georgia. 

a. Explain the origins and purposes of city, county, and special-purpose governments in Georgia. 
 

 

City Government. There are over 500 cities and towns in Georgia. Unlike other states, Georgia makes no 

legal distinction between a city, town, or village. This is because cities and towns are approved and 

incorporated by the General Assembly.  

 

A city or town (municipality) is established by a Municipal Charter, a written document that sets up its 

governmental structure including the type of government, boundaries, and powers it will have. Some of the 

services a city may provide include police and fire protection, schools, taxes, and streets and water service.  

County Government. Counties were created by a rural society that expected government to keep the records 

straight and to provide swift justice. To help counties administer state programs and conduct state courts, the 

state constitution originally created four elected county officers: the sheriff, the tax commissioner, the clerk of 

the superior court, and the judge of the probate court. 

 

Due to the historically rural economy of Georgia resulting in few major cities, the county-based government 

system of Georgia has been a mainstay in the state. As such, Georgia has the second most counties in the 

United States (Texas is first). Georgia’s first eight counties were created in 1777 during the American 

Revolution. The 1983 Georgia Constitution set a limit for the amount of counties Georgia can have. Due to 

this cap, Georgia has a total of 159 counties in what is the 21st largest state in terms of land area. However, 

according to the New Georgia Encyclopedia, the most important benefit of having a large number of counties 

is that Georgia’s citizens have more representation in the state’s General Assembly. This is due to the fact that 

each county has at least one representative. One of the more colorful stories about why Georgia has so many 

counties is that the state set a limit on county size by declaring that any farmer living in the county should be 

able to ride by horse or mule to the county seat, conduct business, and ride back all within a day.  

 

Today, Georgia’s counties serve several functions including providing courts of law, holding elections, 

building and repairing county roads, and administering welfare programs. Due to changes in the 1983 Georgia 

Constitution, counties can also provide services such as police and fire protection, libraries, and public 

transportation.  

 

There are several positions that may be part of a county’s governmental organization. According to the New 

Georgia Encyclopedia these include:  

• The Sheriff - an individual who is responsible for enforcing the law, maintaining the peace, 

and serving as the jailer for a county government. 

• The Tax Commissioner - an individual who is responsible for receiving tax returns, 

maintaining tax records, and paying taxes for a county government. 

• The Clerk of the Superior Court - primary record keeper for the county  

• The Judge of the Probate Court - an individual who oversees property deeds, marriage licenses, 

wills, and supervises elections in a county government.  

• The County Commissioner/Board of Commissioners - power to adopt ordinances, oversee 

the daily operations of a county’s government.  
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Through the years, cities and counties have had to decide on who provides services to avoid duplication of 

services. Some city and county governments have merged to consolidate and streamline services. Examples of 

consolidated city/county include Augusta - Richmond County, Athens - Clarke County, and Macon - Bibb 

County. 

 

Special purpose districts are government entities created to serve a specific function for the state or 

community. The purpose of a special purpose district is to benefit the well-being of the people. Each of these 

districts is usually headed by a governing board of non-elected officials. Some examples of special purpose 

districts include the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA), The Georgia Ports Authority, 

local school systems, local housing authorities and the Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport.  

 

The following information is provided to better understand content, however, students are not 

responsible for this information. 

There are three types of government a municipality may have. These are weak mayor council, strong mayor 

council, and council manager. The chart below offers more details about each of these forms of city 

government.  

Forms of City Government 

Type of Government Powers of the Mayor Powers of the Council 

Weak Mayor Council 

• Mayor may share duties with 

council  

• Often “figure head” role 

• Day to day operations  

• Appoint council committees  

• Develop cities budget  

• Confirm and fire department 

heads 

Strong Mayor Council 

• CEO  

• Day to day operations  

• Hiring and firing  

• Administer city’s budget  

• Make appointments  

• Veto legislation passed by the 

city council 

• Adopt ordinances and 

resolutions  

• Override Mayor’s veto 

Council Manager 
• Ceremonial-- actual day to day 

operations 

• Set city’s policy.  

• Hires city manager 

 

Glossary 

• Board of Commissioners - a group of individuals that have the power to adopt ordinances and 

oversee the daily operations of a county’s government.  

• City Manager - an individual hired by a city government who is responsible for running the day to 

day operations for the city.  

• Special Purpose Districts - government entities created to serve a special function for the state or 

community.  

• Strong Mayor Government - a form of city government where the major holds major 

responsibilities and powers including acting as the city’s chief executive officer, administering the 

city’s budget, and vetoing legislation passed by the city council.  
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• Weak Mayor Council - a form of city government where the mayor holds some responsibilities, but 

the city council holds the majority of the power, duties, and responsibilities. 

• Municipality - a city or town. 

• Municipal Charter - a written document that sets up the structure of a city government. 

 

 
 

Resources: 
 

Chambers, Raymond L. "Municipal Services." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 02 August 2016. Web. 29 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/municipal-services 

Chambers details general information about the services that municipalities in Georgia provides. This 

article identifies web links to specific organizations such as the Georgia Municipal Association. 

 

Hiott, Perry. "Georgia's City Governments." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgias-city-

governments                                        

This article discusses municipal charters and types of municipal government. Other print resources 

and web links are identified.  

 

Jackson, Edwin L. "Public Authorities and Public Corporations." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 20 

August 2013. Web. March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-

politics/public-authorities-and-public-corporations                              

Jackson describes the impact of public authorities and public corporations in Georgia. Other website 

links to specific authorities/corporations (examples: Georgia Ports Authority and the Georgia Lottery 

Corporation) are provided. 
 

Vyas, Amee. "Georgia's County Governments." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. Web. 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgias-county-

governments                              

Vyas describes the shift from rural districts into urban governments and how county governments are 

organized. 
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SS8CG6  Analyze the role of local governments in the state of Georgia. 

b. Describe how local government is funded and how spending decisions are made. 
 

Local governments generate revenue for programs through tax and non-tax programs. In the chart below, the 

types of tax and non-tax revenue sources are identified: 

How Local Governments are Funded 

Kind of 

Revenue 

Type of 

Revenue 
Definition Information 

Taxes 

Ad Valorem  

Tax 

 
means                    

“according to value” 

• A tax based on the value of a 

transaction or of property; 

usually paid at the time of 

transaction 

• Real property - land, buildings 

• Personal property - cars, boats 

• Inventoried goods of a business 

• Intangible goods - real estate notes 

• Exemptions - public property, places of 

worship, household furniture, personal 

clothing 

Sales and Use 

Tax 

• A tax placed on the purchase, 

sale, rental, storage, use or 

consumption of tangible 

property 

• Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) - used to 

reduce millage rate 

• Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 

(SPLOST) - a tax on identified projects; 

referendum establishes purpose of tax, 

length of time the tax is in place, and 

amount of revenue desired 

• sales tax for educational purposes (STEP) - 

a one percent sales tax levied by boards of 

education for educational use only 

Franchise Tax • a tax placed on public utilities 

• tax on electric, gas, telephone, cable 

television and other public utilities 

• franchise fees are negotiated between the 

local government and the franchisee 

Excise Tax 
• a tax paid when purchases are 

made on a specific good, such 

as gasoline 

• taxes on alcoholic beverages, insurance 

premiums, hotel-motel rooms, and rental 

cars 

Regulatory 

Fees 

• mandatory fees that are 

required for a business or a 

professional to operate within 

a county 

• Business and professional fees 

Non-Tax 

Revenue 

Revenues 

generated from 

non-tax sources 

• Non-tax sources can generate 

funds for municipalities and 

counties to operate. 

• Federal grants 

• Fines, court fees and costs 

• Interest earned on idle funds 

• Service fees on water, sewage, and solid-

waste collection 

• 911 user fees 

• Building permit fees 
 

Spending decisions are based on the financial needs of the municipalities and counties. Spending decisions 

are impacted on availability of funds, as in Federal grants, and whether referendums are voted for by citizens. 

Economic influences, such as inflation, economic downturns, interest rates and competition among local 
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governments, all can impact how revenue is generated and applied. Social and demographic change, 

population age and personal income shifts, can determine the use of revenue. 

Resources: 

Digby, Michael F. "State Revenues in Georgia." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 03 August 2016. Web. 29 

March 2017. http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/state-revenues-georgia Digby 

discusses the ways in which revenue is generated for the state of Georgia. Includes references to local 

governments. Other print materials are identified.  

Hudson, Betty J. "Local Revenue Sources." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 02 August 2016. Web. March 2017. 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/local-revenue-sources This article reveals 

how municipalities in Georgia receive funding. Two sources from the Georgia Historical Society are linked 

but these provide very specific information about McIntosh, Madison, and Macon Counties tax information as 

well as the city of Savannah’s records. 

ICMA: Leaders at the Core of Better Communities. 4 Factors Influencing Local Government Financial 

Decisions. International City/County Management Association, 27 Apr. 2016. Web. Mar. 2017. 

http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/blogs/blogpost/4611/4_Factors_Influencing_Local_Government

_Financial_Decisions This article provides insight into the factors that influence how spending decisions are 

made at the local government level. 

 

Economic Understandings 

SS8E1  Explain how the four transportation systems (road, air, water, and rail) of Georgia contribute to 

 the development and growth of the state’s economy. 
 

Georgia’s four transportation systems impact the state in numerous ways. The transportation systems have a 

local economic impact as they provide job opportunities, help in the development of many cities, and bring 

tourists to the state. Another major function of Georgia’s interstate highway system, international airport, 

railroads, and deep water ports is trade. Each of these systems provide Georgians with the opportunity to ship 

their goods and services to other national and international locations, while bringing in goods and services 

from all over the word. 

SS8E1  Explain how the four transportation systems (road, air, water, and rail) of Georgia contribute to 

 the development and growth of the state’s economy. 

f. Evaluate the ways in which the Interstate Highway System, Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, 

deepwater ports, and railroads interact to support the exchange of goods and services domestically and 

internationally.  
  

The interaction of the four transportation systems is essential to the state’s economy. Georgia, being the 

“transportation hub” of the Southeast, transports people and products quickly and efficiently via air, road, 

railway and sea to national and global markets, helping businesses save time and money. These systems 

together receive 7.6% of Georgia’s 2017 fiscal year budget.  
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The interstate highway system is essential to Georgia’s economic 

success. Georgia boasts highways that facilitate speed and reliability for 

shipments to the rest of the United States and the world. Shippers in all 

industry sectors depend on Georgia’s roadways to safely and efficiently 

transport more than $620 billion cargo each year on the 20,000 miles of 

high performance roadways and 1,200 interstate highways, including I-

75, I-85, and I-20 in the Atlanta area and I-95 along coastal Georgia. 

Approved funding for new roadway infrastructure in Atlanta and near the 

ports of Savannah and Brunswick will create 150 miles of new roadway 

capacity. These roadways enable Georgia companies to speedily and 

efficiently distribute products using over 100 motor freight carriers and 

extensive rail and highway systems. Using the nation’s interstate 

highway system, Georgia’s products can now reach approximately 80% of Americans overnight. Many 

industries have relocated to Georgia because of the easy access to interstates that are well-maintained and 

rarely closed due to inclement weather. Interstate highways (I-85, I-75 and I-285) pass near Hartsfield-

Jackson Atlanta International Airport, one of the busiest airports in the nation. Arriving in Atlanta via the 

airport, business travelers and tourists impact the state’s economy by utilizing the interstates to travel to 

beaches, mountains, and other tourist and business destinations. Airport cargo areas have docks that have 

convenient access to the interstate highways for the quick and efficient transport of goods to their destination. 

Nearly all freight shipments by Georgia businesses (85%) are carried to their destination via truck. Truck 

shipments in Georgia are expected to reach $993.6 billion by 2040. The connection between the airport and 

interstate highways allows Georgia products to be transported quickly to U. S. consumers.  

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is the conduit for 

100 million passengers per year and handles more than 625,000 metric 

tons of cargo on 32 air carriers including Georgia’s own Delta Airlines 

(headquartered in Atlanta). More than 100 trucking companies expedite 

cargo deliveries via ground (interstate and local roads) and rail 

transportation throughout the state and the U. S. Three cargo 

complexes enable rapid handling of goods so that they can be moved to 

their destinations or ports by roadways and by rail. Also, located at the 

airport is a 250 acre Georgia Foreign Trade Zone that streamlines low 

cost international commerce. The Perishables Complex, approved by 

the U. S. Department of Agriculture and the only one in the Southeast, 

expedites fast and efficient inspection of time-sensitive shipments to ground transportation. Eighty percent of 

the U. S. market is within a two-hour flight from Georgia. The airport’s impact on the regional economy of 

Georgia (particularly the Atlanta region) generates $23.5 billion per year.  

Another component of Georgia’s transportation system that is vital to 

the state’s economy is the deepwater ports of Savannah and 

Brunswick. Georgia products are exported to all parts of the world via 

these ports, while foreign products enter the U. S. through these ports. 

Governed and operated by the Georgia Ports Authority, Georgia’s ports 

are among the fastest growing ports in the U. S. The port of Savannah 

handles approximately 80% of the goods entering Georgia via ship and 

has immediate access to interstates I-95 and I-16. The port’s two 

terminals handle bulk cargoes, large containers and roll on/roll off 

items, such as automobiles and other wheeled vehicles. The smaller port 

in Brunswick handles a significant amount of products, including 

Terminal at Hartsfield-Jackson 

Atlanta International Airport 

Interstate Highway – Atlanta 

Spaghetti Junction 

Port of Savannah 


